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Class 2’s Newsletter 

Spring - Term 1 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy and healthy New Year.  I hope that you have had 

a relaxing and enjoyable holiday and that your child is ready for the year ahead.  

 

We have a very busy term in front of us.  The following table shows the topics that we will be covering. 

Subject Topic 

Mathematics The main focus of this half-term will be times tables, multiplication, statistics (tally 

charts, pictograms and block graphs) and 2-D and 3-D shapes. 

At this stage children should know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables as well as being able 

to tell the time (o’clock and half past).   

English Really Looking – Poetry, focusing upon the world around us.  

Texts associated to our Geography topic – letters, postcards and recounts.  

Fairy Stories and Stories in a Familiar Setting 

Science Materials – Recognising and labeling materials and their use for example plastic – to 

make bottles.  

Topic Where in the world is Barnaby Bear? Barnaby Bear is our class explorer and we will be 

‘travelling’ with him around the world. Our role play area is now a travel agents so if 

you have any brochures, old phones, etc. that we could use please send them in.  

Art A sense of place – landscapes (this is linked in with our topic also) 

ICT We are astronauts! A programming unit, based on Scratch.  

Music What’s the score? Using instruments, notes, scales, rhythm, pitch and singing. 

PE Gymnastics and Real PE (Cognitive Theme) 

PSHE Trust  

 
Homework 

We are going to trial the use of Times Table Rockstars and Spelling Shed for homework this half-term. You will 

find the login details for your child in the back of their home-school book. This means that there won’t be any 

paper based homework for these six weeks. I have gone through both schemes with the children and they are all 

excited to have a go. I can see on the data dashboard that some of you have already logged on in the holidays and 

have already earnt points, coins and new ‘rock’ status’!  

 

I really appreciate your continued support with helping your child at home and am grateful for the amount of time 

and effort that you are spending on their learning. Spelling and times tables are a real focus for us as we move 

towards SATs in May and both these programmes will help your child to progress academically but most of all with 

their confidence.  

 

Spellings 

Spellings will now be tested on a Wednesday and new spellings then given out linked to the Spelling Shed activity.  
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Reading 

Many of the children within Class 2 have moved up one, if not two, and even three book bands already.  Their 

progress can be seen in lessons, guided reading and on a one-to-one basis.  Should you wish to write a message 

please use the home/school book and/or come and see me after school. Children do need their spelling and 

home/school books in school on a daily basis but it is very pleasing to see that these are being used regularly at 

home too. In addition to individual reading, we do at least one guided reading session in groups each week. The focus 

of this time is on comprehension with the children looking at language, plots and character empathy. Should you 

have time at home to discuss books following their completion this will reinforce and develop their comprehension 

further. Examples of questions may include: Why did the character act in that way? How were they feeling? How 

do you know? Where can you find evidence in the text that shows that? How would the story be different if…? If 

you were the author, which word could you improve in that sentence? Why?  

 

Student Teacher  

We will be welcoming Mr. Heath our new student teacher for this term. He begins his placement in Class 2 in Week 

3 and will stay with us until the Easter holidays.  

 

Dates for your diary 

Target Talks 

Our target talks for this half term will be held on Tuesday 16th January. This is when your child and I sit together 

on a one-to-one basis and discuss how well they have done in meeting previous targets, their progress and where we 

set new ones for English and Maths.  

 

Chinese New Year  

As part of our ‘Where in the world is Barnaby Bear?’ unit we will be having a Chinese New Year celebration on 

Tuesday 5th February. We will be inviting parents/grandparents in for the morning session (Chinese dance and plate 

painting) as well as the afternoon session (art and Chinese cooking activities). I will send a letter out next week 

with further details. I hope to see as many of you there as possible, it was wonderful to see so many of you at our 

snowman dance. If you would like a snowman DVD please complete the slip below, there is a £1 charge to cover 

costs.  

 

Love Has No Labels Week - We are having a whole school week on this theme from Monday 21st January.  

 

Flight Week – Week beginning Monday 28th January will be our Flight Week. Our focus is on rockets, space and the 

universe. We will be making rockets, doing some themed writing and utilizing cross-curricula links e.g. English, 

Maths, Science. Should you have any plastic bottles, cereal boxes, etc. that we could use to make our rockets 

please send them in with your child.  

 

Thank you for your continued time and support in your child’s education.  If you do have any queries or questions, 

please do come in to see me after school. 

 

Kind regards - Gemma Steele 
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Child’s Name: ________________________________ 

 

I would like a copy of the snowman dance that Class 2 performed on the last day of school in December. I 

understand that this disk is to be viewed by family only and is not to be copied and/or shared on any social 

media.  

 

I enclose £1 in cash to cover costs.  

 

Signed: ________________________________    Date: ________________________ 


