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General 
historical 

vocabulary  
 
 

past, present, 
before I was 
born, when my 
parents/carers 
were young, 
younger, 
before, after, 
old, 
older, youngest, 
oldest, new, 
history,  similar, 
different, next, 
then. 

past, present, 
before I was 
born, when my 
parents/ carers 
were young, 
younger, before, 
after, old, older, 
youngest, oldest, 
new, history, 
diary, evidence,  
account, 
sequence, during, 
museum, 
recently, modern, 
timeline, similar, 
different, next, 
then, historian, 
historical, began, 
source, 
chronological, 
artefact, event. 

past, present, 
before I was born, 
before, after, old, 
new, history, 
evidence, 
sequence, next, 
then, historian, 
historical, began, 
diary, source, 
decade,  
chronological, 
artefact, event,  
account, recount, 
scale, timeline, 
similar, different, 
recently, years, 
centuries,  
civilisation, 
monarchy, 
parliament, 
democracy.  
 

BC/AD, civilisation, in  
the…century, in 
the…decade, era, date, 
time period, chronology, 
chronologically, change, 
civilisation, evidence, 
source, invade, settle, 
conquest, dig, excavate,  
archaeology, 
archaeologist, 
discoveries, primary 
source, secondary 
source, ancient, reasons, 
reliable source, timeline, 
(line of) enquiry, 
perspective, empathy, 
conclusion,  evaluate, 
Monarchy, parliament, 
democracy, war, peace, 
monarch, enemies, first-
hand account, 
eyewitness 
 

Century, BC/AD/CE, 
civilisation, era, date, 
time period, Ancient 
times, chronology, 
chronologically, change, 
civilisation, democracy, 
war, peace, evidence, 
source, invade, 
conquest, dig, excavate, 
archaeology, 
archaeologist, 
discoveries, monarch, 
monarchy, parliament,  
democracy, war, peace, 
monarch, enemies, 
eyewitness, first hand 
account, primary source, 
secondary source, 
ancient, enemies, 
reasons, reliable source, 
timeline, (line of) 
enquiry, perspective, 
empathy, conclusion, 
evaluate. 

Century, BC/AD/CE, 
civilisation, era, date, 
time, period, Ancient 
times, chronology, 
chronologically, change, 
civilisation, democracy, 
war, peace, evidence, 
source, invade, conquest, 
dig, excavate, 
archaeology, 
archaeologist, discoveries, 
monarch, secondary 
source, ancient, enemies, 
reasons,  reliable source, 
timeline, (line of) enquiry, 
perspective, empathy, 
evaluate, change, 
continuity, legacy, 
political, social, cultural, 
empire, government, 
citizen, religious, ancestor, 
trade, bias, source, 
reliability, interpretation, 
analyse, refine, critically, 
cause,  consequence, 
similarity, difference, 
valid, reliability. 

Century, BC/AD/CE, 
civilisation, era, date, time 
period, Ancient times, 
chronology, 
chronologically, change, 
civilisation, democracy, 
war, peace, evidence, 
source, invade, conquest, 
dig, excavate, 
archaeology, 
archaeologist, discoveries, 
monarch, secondary 
source, ancient, enemies, 
reasons, reliable, source, 
timeline,  (line of) enquiry, 
perspective, empathy, 
evaluate, change, 
continuity, legacy, 
political, social, cultural, 
empire, government, 
citizen, religious, ancestor, 
trade, bias, source, 
reliability, hypothesis,  
interpretation, analyse, 
refine, critically, cause, 
consequence, similarity, 
difference, valid, 
reliability, trends. 
 
 
 

Vocabulary Progression 



 

 
 
 

Unit 1 
Unit specific 
vocabulary 

 
 
 

Understanding 
the World 
Where Am I?  
village 
town 
country 
world 

Change over 
Time  
How have toys 
changed?  
train set 
doll’s house 
spinning top 
skipping rope 
toy soldiers 
 

Significant 
People 
What does it take 
to become an 
explorer? 
navigation 
resilience 
persistence 
explorer 
commemorate 

Changes in Britain 
from Stone Age to 
Iron Age 
How have the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age and 
Iron Age impacted on 
our present life? 
Hunter-gatherers  
prehistory 
tribal 
Stonehenge 
Skara Brae 

Anglo Saxon 
settlement and 
struggle for Kingdom 
of England with the 
Vikings 
How and why did the 
Anglo-Saxons and the 
Vikings invade 
Britain? 
kingdoms 
Danelaw 
Pagans 
monks 
Wergild 

Achievements of 
Earliest Civilisations 
What were the 
achievements of the 
Ancient Egyptians? 
Pharaoh 
scribe 
pyramid 
sarcophagus 
mummification 
hieroglyphics 

Extending chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 – WW1 
Why was World War 1 
significant? 
Alliance 
treaty 
conscientious objector 
cowardice 
commonwealth 

 
 
 

Unit 2 
Unit specific 
vocabulary 

 
 
 

Understanding 
the World 
Does 
everyone 
celebrate 
Christmas? 
celebration 
Diwali 
Christmas 
Hannukah 

Changes in 
National Life 
What is a 
Monarchy? 
parliament 
monarch 
prime minister 
coronation 
republic 

Life in different 
time periods 

How has 

nursing 
changed? 

hygiene 
nursing  
medicine 
herbal remedies 
training 

Extending chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 - WWII  
The Battle of Britain – a 
turning point? 
Axis  
Allies  
Nazi  
evacuation  
Blitz  
 

 
 
 

Unit 3 
Unit specific 
vocabulary 

 
 
 

Understanding 
the World 
Do you live in 
a castle? 
building 
castle 
defence 
enemies 

Local History 
Why do we go 
to school?  
education 
laws 
half timer 
mills 
workers 

Event beyond 
living memory 
What happened 
in London in 
September 1666? 
bakery 
diary 
monument 
thatched roof 
River Thames 

Roman Empire and its 
impact on Britain 
What did the Romans 
do for us? 
centurian 
emperor 
gladiator 
villa 
mosaic 
 

Local History   
How did Halifax 
change in Victorian 
times? 
Industrial Revolution 
reign 
innovation 
textiles 
campaign 
 

Ancient Greece 
What is the legacy of 
the Ancient Greeks? 
Athenians 
Spartans 
Democracy 
Olympics 
Marathon 
mythology 

Contrasting non-
European society  
What was the impact of 
the Ancient Maya on 
the world? 
Chichen Itza 
Mesoamerica 
Middleworld 
Xibalba  
codices 


