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POLICY FOR THE FOUNDATION STAGE

MISSION  STATEMENT

LEARNING - EXCELLENCE - RESPECT
INTRODUCTION

Compulsory full time education begins the term after a child’s fifth birthday. The period from age three to the end of the reception year is the foundation stage.  It is distinct and important in its own right and in the preparation of children for later schooling.  The early learning goals set out what is the expected attainment by most children by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage.

Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to one of a range of settings that exist in our community. The early years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:

· it builds on what our children already know and can do;

· it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;

· it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;

· it provides a rich and stimulating environment.

AIMS OF THE FOUNDATION STAGE

The curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, promoting and developing children’s:

· personal, social and emotional development;

· communication and language;

· physical development;

· reading and writing;

· mathematics;

· understanding the world;

· expressive arts and design
THE QUALITY OF PRACTICE

Effective practice in our early years setting is based upon a well-planned programme of learning (purposeful intentions) which reflect an understanding of how young children learn.  Clear Aims for learning are established and shared by all staff, working together.  Sound learning is supported by sensitive and timely intervention by adults to reinforce or extend children’s responses.  There is a balance between child-selected and adult-initiated or directed activities.  The best possible use of space, materials and equipment is made in order to give children a varied, stimulating and interesting range of activities.  It is important that young children are given opportunities to work and play individually and in both small and large groups.

PLAY IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build on ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. 

INCLUSION IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning.

In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. Some children progress beyond this point. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

THE FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM

The curriculum for the Foundation Stage in our school reflects the areas of learning identified in the Early Years Foundation Guidance. The experiences that our children meet often enable them to develop a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of learning.

The Foundation Stage Profile provides the basis for planning throughout the Foundation Stage. Teachers use the national schemes of work where appropriate to support the planning for individual children. Our medium term planning is completed half-termly and identifies the intended learning, with outcomes, for children working towards the Foundation Stage objectives, and for those working towards Levels 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum.

ASSESSMENT, RECORD KEEPING AND REPORTING

Focussed on going assessment based on regular and close observation of and discussion with individual children will inform future planning. This will involve all adults who come into contact with the child.  Parents/carers will contribute to the assessment process by taking part in a dialogue between home and school.

Each child’s progress is recorded/tracked against learning objectives and reported to parents/carers at regular intervals.  

LINKS WITH PARENTS/CARERS AND OTHER AGENCIES

Transitions between settings will be carefully planned and carried out in a way that enables the child and parents/carers to move positively from one to the other.

Parents/carers are made to feel welcome, valued and be encouraged to contribute to work with staff.  Prior to admission all parents/carers will:

· have clear information about the ‘setting’

· be able to give information about their child

· be able to visit with their child prior to admission

· have all the legally specified information i.e. session hours

The ‘setting’ will work co-operatively with other agencies to enhance provision.

ADMISSION

The policy on admissions is determined by the nature of provision.  In Triangle School under fives will be admitted on a full time basis, from September of the academic year in which they turn five.  

On admission the parent/carer and child will be able to stay together, separating gradually over the first week according to the child’s needs.  For reasons of Health & Safety due to numbers and size of our accommodation, parents are asked to leave their children as soon as possible, and to encourage their children to line up outside to enter school in the mornings.

ADULT/CHILD RATIO

The ratio of adults and children is in accordance with our recommended guidelines.

ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation is reviewed annually to ensure that it meets the statutory requirement.

Indoors should be:

· bright, attractive, orderly and well ventilated;

· have areas with furniture which offer children the opportunity to be quiet, comfortable and relaxed as well as more boisterous;

· provide for the whole curriculum.

In addition and outside play space is provided which children can access at all times.

RESOURCES

Resources are reviewed annually to ensure that they are:

· adequate to match the needs of the children

· in a safe and clean condition for use

· appropriate to all areas of learning

REVIEW AND EVALUATION

The policy will be reviewed in line with the policy review timetable.  Evaluation is part of an on-going and continuous process of improvement.
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